DEPARTMVENT OF THE TREASURY
OFFI CE OF FOREI GN ASSETS CONTRCL

Gui delines for License Applications

Specific Licenses for Individuals to Engage in Educational Activities
Rel ated to Study in Cuba for an Undergraduate or G aduate Degree
O fered by a College or University Located in the United States

The Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 CF. R Part 515 (the

"Regul ations"), prohibit persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction from
engaging in all unlicensed transactions in which Cuba or a Cuban
national has an interest including transactions related to travel to,
wi thin, and from Cuba

Pursuant to section 515.565 of the Regul ations (copy attached), the
U.S. Departnent of the Treasury's Ofice of Foreign Assets Contro
("OFAC') will consider on a case-by-case basis the issuance of
specific licenses both to academ c institutions for their students or
enpl oyees to engage in transactions related to the educational
activities listed in paragraphs (a)(2)(i)(a)(2)(vi) of section

515. 565, and to individual undergraduate or graduate degree-seeking
students to engage in educational activities |isted in paragraphs
(a)(2)(i)-(a)(2)(iii) of section 515.565. An individual student may
first wish to find out if his or her academ c institution is already
licensed by OFAC. If not, the individual student nmay submt to OFAC
an application for a specific license to engage in transactions
related to the activities listed in paragraphs (a)(2)(i)-(a)(2)(iii)
of section 515. 565.

Li cense applications by individual students may be prepared in letter
format and shoul d i nclude the follow ng information:

1) A description of the activities you wi sh to undert ake.

2) A statenent of your academ c status (e.g., junior, senior,
graduat e student).

3) Proof of your current enrollment at a college or university (i.e.,
a phot ocopy of your current student identification.)

4) A statenent from your professor or the relevant college or
university official on official college or university
| etterhead stationary expl aining how the proposed activity is
related to (1) a structured educational programthat is part of a
course offered at your college or university; or (2) non-
commerci al academ c research specifically related to Cuba and
pursued for the purpose of qualifying you academcally as a
professional (e.g. research toward a graduate degree); or (3) a



formal course of study at a Cuban academc institution that wll
be accepted for credit toward your degree. |If applicable, course
titles should be included.

5) The proposed dates of travel to and from Cuba.
6) Your nane, address and tel ephone nunber.

The application shall be nailed to:

O fice of Foreign Assets Contro

U S. Departnent of the Treasury

909 Sout heast First Ave #736

MAM FL 33131

Questions should be directed to the Mam office of the Ofice of
Foreign Assets Control at (305) 810-5140.
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Sec. 515.565 Educational activities.

(a) Specific license for U S. academic institutions--(1) Issuance;
renewal . A specific license may be issued to an accredited U. S. academic
institution authorizing the institution and its students and enpl oyees
to engage, under the auspices of the institution, in educationa
activities involving transactions in which Cuba or a Cuban national has
an interest. The application for the specific |icense nust establish
that the U S. academic institution is accredited by an appropriate
nati onal or regional educational accrediting association. The specific
license may be renewed after a period of two years to authorize the
accredited U.S. acadenmic institution and its students and enpl oyees to
continue to engage in the transacti ons authorized under the
institution's license.

(2) Scope of transactions authorized under U S. acadenic
institution's specific |icense; docunentation. Upon receipt of a
specific |icense pursuant to paragraph (a)(1l) of this section by the
accredited U S. academic institution, the institution and its students
and enpl oyees are authorized to engage in the travel-rel ated
transactions set forth in Sec. 515.560(c) and such additiona
transactions as are directly incident to any of the categories of
educational activities set forth in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) through
(a)(2)(vii) of this section undertaken under the auspices of the
specifically-licensed institution. Activities covered by this
aut horization are linted to the foll ow ng:

(i) Participation in a structured educational program by an
under graduat e or graduate student or undergraduate or graduate student
group as part of a course offered at an accredited U S. college or
uni versity. A student planning to engage in such transactions in Cuba
must carry a letter fromthe U S. acadenmic institution stating that the
student is currently enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree
programthere and that the Cuba travel is part of a structured
educational programof that institution and citing the nunber of the
relevant U.S. acadenmic institution's specific |icense.

(ii) Nonconmercial academic research in Cuba specifically related to
Cuba by a person working to qualify acadenically as a professional (for
exanpl e, research toward a graduate degree). A student planning to
engage in such transactions in Cuba nust carry a letter fromthe
student's accredited U S. academic institution stating that the
individual is currently enrolled in a graduate degree program and t hat
the Cuba research will be accepted for credit toward that degree and
citing the nunber of the relevant U. S. academ c institution's specific
license.

(iii) Participation in a formal course of study at a Cuban academic
institution by an undergraduate or graduate student currently enrolled
in a degree programat an accredited U S. college or university,
provided the formal course of study in Cuba will be accepted for credit



toward the student's undergraduate or graduate degree at that U. S
coll ege or university. A student planning to engage in such transactions
in Cuba must carry with himor her a letter fromthe student's U.S.
academ c institution stating that the student is currently enrolled in
an undergraduate or graduate degree program and that the Cuban study
will be accepted for credit toward that degree and citing the nunmber of
the relevant U. S. academic institution's specific |icense.

(iv) Teaching at a Cuban academic institution by an individua
regul arly enmployed in a teaching capacity at an
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accredited U. S. college or university, provided the teaching activities
are related to an acadenic program at the Cuban institution. An

i ndi vidual planning to teach at a Cuban acadenic institution nmust obtain
and carry a witten letter fromthe individual's U S. acadenic
institution, citing the nunber of that institution's specific |license
and stating that the individual is regularly enployed there in a
teachi ng capacity.

(v) Sponsorship, including the paynent of a stipend or salary, of a
Cuban scholar to teach or engage in other scholarly activity at a
college or university in the United States (in addition to those
transactions authorized by the general l|icense contained in
Sec. 515.571). Such earnings may be renmitted to Cuba as provided in
Sec. 515.570, or carried on the person of the Cuban scholar returning to
Cuba as provided in Sec. 515.560(d)(3).

(vi) Educational exchanges sponsored by Cuban or U S. secondary
school s invol ving secondary school students' participation in a formal
course of study or in a structured educational programoffered by a
secondary school or other academic institution and | ed by a teacher or
ot her secondary school official. This authorization includes
participation by a reasonabl e nunber of adult chaperones to acconpany
t he secondary school student(s) to Cuba. A secondary school group
pl anning to engage in such transactions in Cuba rmust carry a letter from
t he secondary school sponsoring the trip, citing the number of the
school's specific license and listing the names of all persons traveling
wi th the group.

(vii) The organization of and preparation for transactions and
activities described in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) through (a)(2)(vi) of this
section by a full-time enployee of a U S. academic institution. An
i ndi vidual engaging in such transactions nust carry a witten letter
fromthe individual's U S. academic institution, citing the nunber of
that institution's specific |license and stating that the individual is
regul arly enpl oyed there.

Note to paragraph (a):

See Secs. 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable
recordkeepi ng and reporting requirenments. Exportation of equipnment and
other itens, including the transfer of technology or software to foreign
persons (" " deened exportation''), and itens not eligible for Departnent
of Comrerce GFT or BAG License Exceptions, 15 CFR 740.12 and 740. 14, may
require separate licensing fromthe Departmnment of Conmerce.

(b) Specific license. Specific |icenses may be issued on a case-by-
case basis authorizing the travel-related transactions set forth in
Sec. 515.560(c) and other transactions that are directly incident to:

(1) Educational activities described in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) through
(a)(2)(iii) of this section not covered by a specific |license issued
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section to an accredited U. S. academic
institution; or

(2) Educational exchanges not involving academnm c study pursuant to a
degree program when those exchanges take place under the auspices of an
organi zati on that sponsors and organi zes such prograns to pronpte
peopl e-t o- peopl e cont act.



(c) Transactions related to activities that are primarily tourist-
oriented, including self-directed educational activities that are
i ntended only for personal enrichnment, are not authorized by this
secti on.

[64 FR 25816, May 13, 1999]
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(a) The travel-related transactions listed in paragraph (c) of this
section may be authorized either by a general |license or on a case-by-
case basis by a specific license for travel related to the foll ow ng
activities (see the referenced sections for general and specific
licensing criteria):

(1) Family visits (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.561);

(2) Oficial business of the U S. governnent, foreign governnents,
and certain intergovernnental organizations (general |icense) (see
Sec. 515.562);

(3) Journalistic activity (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.563);

(4) Professional research (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.564);

(5) Educational activities (specific |licenses) (see Sec. 515.565);

(6) Religious activities (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.566);

(7) Public performances, clinics, workshops, athletic and ot her
conpetitions, and exhibitions (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.567);

(8) Support for the Cuban people (specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.574);

(9) Humanitarian projects (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.575);

(10) Activities of private foundations or research or educationa
institutes (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.576);

(11) Exportation, inmportation, or transmni ssion of information or
informati onal materials (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.545); and

(12) Certain export transactions that may be considered for
aut hori zati on under existing Departnent of Commerce regul ati ons and
guidelines with respect to Cuba or engaged in by U. S. -owned or
controlled foreign firns (specific licenses) (see Secs. 515.533 and
515. 559) .

(b) Travel-related transactions in connection with activities other
than those referenced in paragraph (a) of this section may be authorized
on a case-by-case basis by a specific |icense issued pursuant to
Sec. 515. 801.

(c) Persons generally or specifically licensed under this part to
engage in transactions in connection with travel to, from and within
Cuba may engage in the foll owi ng transacti ons:

(1) Transportation to and from Cuba. All transportation-rel ated
transactions ordinarily incident to travel to and from (not within)
Cuba, provided no nore than $500 may be remtted to Cuba directly or
indirectly in any consecutive 12-nmonth period for fees inmposed by the
Government of Cuba in conjunction with such travel unless otherw se
aut hori zed.

(2) Living expenses in Cuba. Al transactions ordinarily incident to



travel anywhere within Cuba, including paynent of |iving expenses and
the acquisition in Cuba of goods for personal consunption there,
provi ded that, unless otherw se authorized, the total for such expenses
does not exceed the " “maxi mum per diemrate'' for Havana, Cuba in effect
during the period that the travel takes place. The per diemrate is
published in the State Departnment's ~  Maxi nrum Travel Per Di em Al | owances
for Foreign Areas,'' a supplenent to section 925, Departnment of State
St andardi zed Regul ati ons (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas),
avail able fromthe Governnent Printing O fice, Superintendent of
Docurents, P.O Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954, or on the
Internet at http://ww. state.gov/ww perdi ens/index. htm .

(3) Purchase in Cuba and inportation into the United States of
mer chandi se. The purchase in Cuba and inportation as acconpani ed baggage
into the United States of nerchandise with a foreign market value not to
exceed $100 per person, provided the merchandise is inmported for
personal use only. Such nmerchandi se may not be resold. This
aut hori zati on may be used only once every six consecutive nmonths. As
provided in Sec. 515.206(a), the purchase and
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i mportation of information or informational naterials are exenpt from
all restrictions contained in this part.

(4) Carrying remttances to Cuba. The carrying to Cuba of any
remttances that the licensed traveler is authorized to renmt pursuant
to Sec. 515.570, provided that no nmore than $300 of remttances
aut hori zed by Sec. 515.570(a) or (b) is carried in any one trip, unless
ot herwi se aut horized. Those licensed travelers carrying either of the
em gration renmittances authorized pursuant to Sec. 515.570(c) nust be
able to produce the visa recipient's full nanme and date of birth and the
nunber and date of issuance of the visa or other travel authorization
i ssued. A licensed traveler to Cuba is only authorized to carry
remttances that he or she is authorized to remit and may not carry
rem ttances bei ng nade by other persons.

(5) Processing certain financial instrunents. Al transactions
incident to the processing and paynent of checks, drafts, travelers
checks, and simlar instruments negotiated in Cuba by any person
aut horized pursuant to this part to engage in financial transactions in
Cuba. For purposes of this section, the authorized transactions nay be
conduct ed using currency, which is defined as noney, cash, drafts,
notes, travelers' checks, negotiable instrunments, or scrip having a
specified or readily determ nable face value or worth, but which does
not include gold or other precious nmetals in any form

Note to paragraph (c):

The aut horizations in paragraph (c) of this section do not apply to
fully-hosted travel ers because their travel-related transacti ons are not
licensed or authorized pursuant to this part. See Sec. 515.420.

(d) A Cuban national departing the United States nmay carry currency,
as that termis defined in paragraph (c)(5) of this section, as foll ows:

(1) The amount of any currency brought into the United States by the
Cuban national and registered with the U S. Custons Service upon entry;

(2) Up to $300 in funds received as rem ttances by the Cuban
nati onal during his or her stay in the United States; and

(3) Compensation earned by a Cuban national froma U S. academc
institution up to any anount that can be substantiated through payment
recei pts fromsuch institution as authorized pursuant to
Sec. 515.565(a)(2)(v).

(e) The follow ng transactions by persons generally or specifically
licensed to engage in travel-related transactions to, from and wthin
Cuba are prohibited by Sec. 515.201 unless specifically authorized:

(1) Al'l transactions by persons subject to U S. jurisdiction related
to the utilization of charge cards, including but not linited to debit



or credit cards, for expenditures in Cuba.

(2) Al transactions related to the processing and paynent by
persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction, such as charge card issuers or
i nternedi ary banks, of charge card instrunments (e.g., vouchers, drafts,
or sales receipts) for expenditures in Cuba. The issuer of a charge
card, or a foreign charge card firmowned or controlled by persons
subject to U S. jurisdiction, is not authorized to deal with a Cuban
enterprise, a Cuban national, or a third-country person, such as a
franchi see, in connection with the extension of charge card services to
any person in Cuba.

(f) Persons traveling to Cuba fully hosted as described in
Sec. 515.420 may not carry currency to pay for living expenses or the
purchase of goods in Cuba except as specifically licensed pursuant to or
exenpted fromthe application of this part.

(g) Nothing in this section authorizes transactions in connection
with tourist travel to Cuba, nor does it authorize transactions in
relation to any business travel, including making or agreeing to nake
any investnment in Cuba, establishing or agreeing to establish any branch
or agency in Cuba, or transferring or agreeing to transfer any property
to Cuba, except transfers by or on behal f of individual or group
travel ers authorized pursuant to this part.

[64 FR 25814, May 13, 1999]



